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Fishing  education  celebrates 
first  year  in  Alberta 


This  group  of  students  were  among  this  year's  fishing  education  graduatt 


The  Alberta  Fishing  Education 
Program  recently  completed  its  highly 
successful  first  year  of  operation. 

During  the  year  about  14,000 
Albertans  graduated  from  the  program, 
which  covers  all  aspects  of  the  sport 
from  regulations,  legal  responsibilities 
and  ethics  to  the  differences  between  a 
sauger  and  a  walleye  and  how  to  load 
line  on  reels. 

Announced  by  Minister  LeRoy  Fjord- 
botten  on  June  8, 1988,  the  Fishing 
rxhication  Program  proved  to  have 
instant  appeal. 

"There  is  a  high  level  of  interest  in 
the  program  among  Albertans,"  said 
Tom  Bateman,  Chief  Conservation  Edu- 
cation Officer  of  Fish  and  Wildlife's 
Education  Services  Section.  "In  the 
first  full  year  we  had  a  lot  of  success 
with  the  program." 


One  reason  for  the  success  of  the 
course  is  that  it  is  something  the  whole 
family  can  participate  in  together,  Mr. 
Bateman  suggests.  Part  of  the  program 
is  an  actual  hands-on  fishing  experience 
that  can  provide  the  perfect  family 
outing. 

"Another  reason  for  the  popularity  of 
the  fishing  program  is  that  fishing  is  a 
year-round  activity,  with  ice  fishing  in 
the  winter  and  lake  and  stream  fishing 
in  the  summer,"  he  said. 

The  primary  goal  of  the  Fishing 
Education  Program  is  to  introduce  as 
many  Albertans  as  possible  to  this 
challenging  and  enjoyable  outdoor 
activity  in  all  its  aspects,  and  provide 
them  with  an  understanding  of  its  role 
in  the  conservation  and  management  of 
the  province's  fish  resources. 

(Story  continued  on  page  4) 
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Range 
program 
faces  new 
challenges 


Though  the  rains  have  returned  to 
southern  Alberta,  the  recent  dry 
conditions  and  a  growing  interest  in 
prairie  conservation  have  created 
some  special  challenges  and  opportu- 
nities for  the  Public  Lands  -  Range 
Management  Program  (RMP)  in  the 
Southern  Region. 

Program  activities  center  around 
range  inventory,  applied  research 
and  extension. 

Barry  Adams,  Regional  Range 
Manager  in  Lethbridge,  says  that 
"the  recent  dryness  has  provided  tre- 
mendous opportunities  for  public- 
land  managers  to  promote  sustain- 
able range  management  practices." 

"The  hardships  of  drought  have 
forced  many  of  our  grazing  lessees  to 
re-examine  their  operations  and  to 
improve  their  range  management. 
Those  practices  that  improve  range 
for  livestock  are  also  beneficial  to 
wildlife,  watershed,  recreation  and  a 
variety  of  other  resources  as  well." 

How  can  this  renewed  commitment 
for  stewardly  land  management  be 
translated  into  action?  One  way  is 
through  the  RMP's  Range  Invento- 
ries. Each  year  the  program  invento- 
ries between  25,000  and  50,000  acres 
of  rangeland. 

Range  resources  maps  and  written 
reports  describe  the  vegetation  and 
soil  resources  on  individual  grazing 
leases  and  key  in  on  areas  of  both 
grazing  problems  and  of  opportuni- 
ties for  management  improvement. 

With  this  information  base.  Range 
Management  and  Field  Services  staff 
can  sit  down  with  grazing  lessees  and 
develop  a  long-term  plan  that  insures 
that  sustainable  range  management 
is  being  practiced. 

"One  of  the  highlights  for  us  this 
year  was  working  with  the  95- 
member  Waldron  Ranching  Co-Op, 
which  grazes  a  50,000-acre  ranch 
lying  between  the  Whale  Back  Ridge 
and  the  Porcupine  Hills,"  said 
Adams.  ( story  continued  on  page  4) 


Private  citizen  receives  commendation  for 
fire-fighting  effort  near  Fort  McMurray 


A  man  whose  single-handed  fire- 
fighting  efforts  prevented  a  small  Fort 
McMurray-area  blaze  from  developing 
into  a  larger  one  has  received  an  award 
for  his  deed  from  the  Forest  Protection 
Branch. 

Edmonton  resident  Barry  Walters, 
an  employee  of  the  Asplundh  Utilities 
Service  Ltd.,  was  presented  with  the 
award  May  29  by  Fire  Prevention  Co- 
ordinator Mag  Steistol.  The  award  is  in 
the  form  of  a  plaque.  Also  on  hand  for 


the  award-presentation  ceremony  was 
Asplundh  vice-president  Ron  King. 

The  awards,  which  recognize  extraor- 
dinary effort  toward  controlling  wild- 
fires, are  considered  quite  special  and 
few  are  given  out  by  the  Forest  Protec- 
tion Branch,  noted  Mr.Steistol.  Mr. 
Walters  was  recommended  for  the 
award  because  he  was  directly  involved 
in  containing  a  very  fast-moving  and 
intense  grassfire.  "He  took  it  upon 
himself  to  control  the  spread  of  the  fire," 


Barry  Walters  (center)  is  congratulated  by  Mag 
Steistol  and  Ron  King. 


Mr.  Steistol  said.  "Without  his  help  it 
could  have  been  much  more  wide- 
spread." 

It  was  on  April  25  that  Mr.  Walters 
spotted  the  fire  while  driving  to  his  job 
supervising  a  crew  slashing  regrowth 
along  a  pipeline  north  of  Fort  McMur- 
ray. The  fire  was  burning  in  a  power- 
line  clearing  that  follows  the  road  on 
super  Test  Hill.  Mr.  Walters  then 
stopped,  got  out  of  his  vehicle,  and  beat 
down  the  flames  with  a  shovel. 

"We  got  the  call  from  the  forest 
officer  in  the  Fort  Mackay  district,  who 
saw  smoke,  and  when  we  got  there  we 
saw  this  guy  beating  out  the  flames," 
said  Forest  Officer  Jim  Witiw,  who  is 
based  at  the  Fort  McMurray  Ranger 
Station.  "By  that  time  he  had  knocked 
it  down  to  the  point  where  there  was  a 
little  flame,  but  not  much." 

It  was  a  windy  day,  and  the  blaze 
was  clearly  quite  intense,  Mr.  Witiw 
indicated.  "There  were  some  burn 
marks  left  about  6  to  7  feet  up  on  the 
power  poles."  Had  Mr.  Walters  not 
been  there  the  fire  would  have  been 
larger  with  the  potential  to  get  much 
worse,  possibly  moving  up  the  slope  into 
the  adjacent  spruce,  he  said. 

Mr.  Walters'  willingness  to  stop  and 
fight  the  fire  was  "the  type  of  thing 
you'd  like  to  think  that  people  would 
do,"  Mr.  Witiw  commented. 

The  fire  was  the  first  of  the  year  in 
the  Fort  McMurray  district  of  Ath- 
abasca Forest.  The  cause  of  the  blaze  is 
not  known,  but  it  was  probably  man- 
caused,  Mr.  Witiw  said. 


Departmental  Dossier: 
Laurel  McKay 


..... 


A  new  regular  feature 
highlighting  a  departmental 
employee. 


Linking  together  all  of 
Alberta's  land-related 
information  systems  may 
sound  ambitious,  but  as 
Manager  of  the  Land 
Related  Information 
Services  Branch  that  is  the 
goal  that  Laurel  MacKay  is 
working  toward.  Laurel  is 
co-ordinating  the  opera- 
tional aspects  of  developing 
a  province-wide  land- 
related  information  systems 
network. 

Laurel,  a  native  of  Calgary,  has  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Georgraphy 
from  the  University  of  British  Columbia 
and  an  M.E.  Des.  (Environmental 
Design),  Information  Management, 
from  the  Unviersity  of  Calgary.  She 
joined  the  government  to  work  on  the 
project  in  1983,  shortly  after  the  group 
was  established. 

With  Phase  I  of  the  project,  planned 
for  completion  in  1992,  at  the  stage  of 
determining  how  the  system  should 
best  be  set  up  to  provide  maximum 
benefit  to  all  potential  users,  Laurel  is 
spending  much  of  her  time  consulting- 
with  these  groups,  which  include  the 
private  sector  as  well  as  a  large  number 
of  government  departments  and 
agencies. 

The  project  is  clearly  one  that  Laurel 
finds  highly  satisfying.  And  that  goes 
for  the  rest  of  the  branch  staff,  too,  she 


says.  "We  work  hard  but 
have  a  lot  of  fun  doing  it." 

Laurel  also  keeps  up  in 
her  field  with  her  involve- 
ment as  a  board  member  of 
a  North  America-wide 
professional  organization, 
|   the  Urban  and  Regional 
H       Information  Systems 
CTMpS       Associations  (UR1SA).  As 

well  as  ensuring  she  is  well 
,jm  1  *  ' '       informed  about  similar  de- 
velopments, it  helps  make 
the  rest  of  the  continent 
aware  of  what  Alberta  is  doing,  she 
notes. 

One  thing  that  Laurel  particularly 
appreciates  about  the  project  is  the  high 
level  of  interagency  co-operation.  "I  get 
the  chance  to  communicate  with 
professionals  from  all  over  the  world, 
and  I've  found  out  that  this  kind  of 
inter-agency  co-operation  is  very 
special."  She  adds:  "We  also  have  a 
minister  who  is  very  supportive  and 
that  helps  a  lot." 

The  co-ordination  of  land-based  in- 
formation is  a  new  field,  but  one  in 
which  much  is  happening  all  over  the 
world.  And  this  province  is  not  taking  a 
back  seat,  Laurel  stresses. 

"We  can  be  proud  of  the  Alberta 
project,  because  in  terms  of  fitting  the 
pieces  together  it's  considered  one  of  the 
leaders." 


Department  bids  farewell  to  Fred  McDougall 


Colleagues  and  friends  of  departing 
Deputy  Minister  Fred  McDougall  bade 
him  a  fond  farewell  at  two  social  events 
in  late  June. 

More  than  375  people  attended  the 
June  21  Farewell  Tea  for  Mr.  McDou- 
gall and  his  wife  Gail,  including  staff 
members  from  all  parts  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  well-wishers  from  other 
government  and  private  sector  agenc  ies. 

At  the  tea  the  Hon.  LeRoy  Fjordbot- 
ten  addressed  the  party  and  presented 
Mr.McDougall  with  a  letter  of  recogni- 
tion from  Premier  Don  Getty. 

Presentations  were  also  made  by 
Vonn  Bricker  (Administrative  Co- 
ordinator), Al  Brennan  (FIDD),  Les 
Cooke  (Fish  and  Wildlife),  Mike  Toomey 
(LISD),  Charlie  Bachand  (Public 
Lands),  Keats  Barry  (Finance),  Bernie 
Simpson  (Hinton  Forest  Technology 
School),  Don  Peel  (Land  Management, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  Way),  Karen 
Roth  and  Phyllis  Bauder  (Junior  Forest 
Wardens),  and  Mike  Day  (Energy). 

The  Organizing  Committee  received 
assistance  for  this  event  from  Orest 
Chornoby  of  the  AFS  Program  Support 
Branch  and  Sharon  Milner  of  Mr. 
McDougall's  office.  Bob  Stevenson  kept 
things  running  as  master  of  ceremonies. 

A  banquet  held  June  24  allowed 
those  who  could  not  be  at  the  tea  the 
opportunity  to  wish  Fred  and  Gail  all 
the  best.  More  than  180  people  at- 
tended the  banquet,  which  was  organ- 
ized by  Lew  Ramstead,  Vonn  Bricker, 
Ms.  Milner,  Chuck  Geale,  Gordon 
White,  Pat  Merrick,  and  Tom  Daniels. 


~The  Departure  of  Fred  McD" 

There  are  strange  things  seen  in  the  White  and  Green 
hy  men  of  the  forest  crew; 
By  the  old  farmhands  of  the  Public  Lands  and  by  Fish  and  Wildlife,  too. 
There  are  strange  tales  told  that  would  leave  you  cold 
about  regs.  and  policy. 
But  they  all  would  smile  at  the  'straight  up' style 
of  the  Deputy.  Fred  Met). 

Now,  we've  come  a  ways  since  the  'homestead  days' 
and  the  horseback  forestry. 
With  the  gas  and  oil  came  a  sudden  boil  in  our  economy. 
There  was  much  to  do;  the  Department  grew  to  a  never-  heard-  of  size, 
Andat  its  head,  the  Minister  said,  "We  must  reorganize  /" 

"What  I  need"  said  he.  "is  a  Deputy  with  sense  of  purpose  keen, 
And  who'll  take  a  stand,  for  there's  big  demand 
on  these  lands  both  White  and  Green. 
Now,  McD's  the  man,  or  else  no  one  can  get  this  outfit  well  in  hand 
For  my  little  dream  of  a  complex  scheme  called  an  in-te-gra-ted  plan  !" 

Well,  the  rest,  you  see,  is  just  history,  and  the  stories 
spread  and  grew 
How  this  Fred  McD  was  exemplary  to  the  civil  service  crew. 
For  the  Deputy, just  to  save  a  tree,  never  used  a  memo  form. 
But  he  had  his  say  in  a  'marginal'  way,  and  in  language  often  warm. 

Throughout  all  those  days,  in  the  government's  ways, 
there  were  many  memos  wrote. 
But  now's  the  time  we  must  write  the  line  of  our  final  "briefing  note" 
For  he's  moving  on,  and  he'll  soon  be  gone  to  the  forest  industry  t !) 
We  all  wish  him  well  as  we  say  farewell'  to  our  Deputy.  Fred  McD. 

There  are  strange  things  seen  in  the  White  and  Green 
by  the  men  of  the  forest  crew; 
By  the  old  farmhands  of  the  Public  Lands,  and  by  Fish  and  Wildlife,  too 
There  are  strange  tales  told  that  would  leave  you  cold 
about  regsand policy; 
But  we'll  always  smile  at  the  'straight-up' style 
of  the  Deputy,  Fred  McD. 

by  Helen  Newsham 
(with  thanks  to  Robert  Service) 


(Story  continued  on  page  4)       Hugh  Wollts,  Fish  and  Wildlife,  gave  a  stirring  reading  of  this  poem  at  Mr.  McDougall's  tea. 


At  his  tea,  Fred  looks  over  a  gift  from  Minister  Fjordbotten,  who  praised  Fred  for  hi 
Gail  McDougall  (left)  was  included  in  all  the  festivities. 


ars  of  successful  work. 


Fred  addresses  his  well-wishe 


Range  program        BIOFOR  meeting  in  August 


"The  interesting  thing  was  that  the 
co-op  contributed  funds  to  the  project 
so  that  all  lands,  public  and  private, 
would  be  included  in  the  inventory." 

The  RMP  is  also  involved  in  exten- 
sion projects  which  demonstrate 
conservation  management.  One  model 
of  this  was  the  Antelope  Creek  Ranch 
near  Brooks.  This  property,  which  is 
1  >int  ;  managed  by  a  number  of 
government  agencies  and  private 
organizations,  has  become  a  field 
laboratory  for  Public  Lands. 

A  comple mentary/rest-rotation 
grazing  system  is  being  demonstrated 
as  a  management  system  that  enhances 
and  stabilizes  forage  production  for 
livestock  and  enhances  waterfowl 
nesting  and  habitat  for  other  species. 

The  RMP  plays  a  key  role  in  moni- 
toring the  changes  in  range  productivity 
and  use  brought  about  by  the  system. 
States  Adams:  "If  we  expect  ranchers  to 
adopt  these  practices  we  need  to  be  able 
to  document  and  explain  the  costs  and 
benefits  the  time  required  to  improve 
production,  and  the  true  value  of  the 
system  in  dry  years  -  the  ones  we  know 
are  yet  to  come." 

Training  in  rangeland  monitoring 
has  been  much  in  demand  this  past 
year.  A  series  of  field  seminars  has 
been  carried  out  for  field  staff  and 
grazing  lessees,  and  for  participants 
from  Ducks  Unlimited,  Fish  and 
Wildlife,  and  the  Provincial  Parks 
Deparment  as  well. 

One  very  exciting  trend  is  the  degree 
of  collaboration  on  range  management 
which  is  being  built  up,  said  Adams. 

This  spring  the  County  of  Warner 
asked  Public  Lands  to  organize  a  series 
of  range  management  conservation 
demonstrations.  Two  grazing  lessees 
were  approached  about  the  prospect  of 
establishing  deferred  or  rest-rotation 
systems  on  their  leases,  Adams  ex- 
plains. 

"By  the  time  we  finally  reached  the 
planning  table  Ducks  Unlimited  and 
Fish  and  Wildlife  had  joined  us,"  he 
said.  "And  all  parties  brought  financial 
support  to  the  projects!" 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  BIOFOR 
Network  will  take  place  August  28-30, 
1989.  The  BIOFOR  Network  is  one  of 
seven  national  networks,  covering  the 
a  jplication  of  biotechnology  in  the 
forestry  sector. 

A  comprehensive  technical  program 
will  be  available  that  will  examine  a 
wide  range  of  topics  relating  to  biotech- 
nology and  forestry. 


The  program  is  based  on  the  Hunter 
Education  Program  which  has  success- 
fully operated  for  25  years.  Up  until 
1981,  that  program  contained  a  fishing 
component,  but  it  was  considered  that 
fishing  education  could  be  better  taught 
on  its  own  and  the  current  program  was 
developed. 

"Our  objective  is  to  ensure  that  the 
program  is  available  to  all  interested 
Albertans,"  Mr.  Bateman  stated.  Play- 
ing a  key  role  in  attempting  to  reach 
that  goal  are  the  volunteer  course 
instructors.  During  the  first  year  more 
than  600  instructors  were  certified,  up 
from  the  500  projected. 


McDougall  farewell 
(from  Page  Three) 

Master  of  ceremonies  Chuck  Geale, 
Director  of  the  Program  Support 
Branch  of  the  AFS,  kicked  off  the 
evening  with  his  "Farewell  Address  to 
Sir  Fred  of  the  Forests,  Lands,  and 
Wildlife." 

The  evening  also  saw  numerous 
presentations  to  Mr.  McDougall, 
including  goose  hunting  apparel 
highlighted  in  a  "fashion  show"  and  a 
video  camera  from  the  Department  and 
his  friends. 

The  excellent  attendance  at  both 
events  was  a  tribute  to  Mr.  McDougall 
and  his  leadership  in  the  forestry  area 
over  the  years,  said  Mr.  Geale. 

"Mr.  McDougall  several  times  ex- 
pressed to  me  how  pleased  he  was  with 
what  people  were  doing  for  him,"  he 
added.  "He  was  very  grateful." 


For  further  information  about  the 
program  and  registration  details, 
contact:  Ted  Szabo,  Manager,  Forest 
Products  Research,  Forestry.  Lands  and 
Wildlife,  Edmonton,  AJberta  T5K  2J5. 
Telephone:  (403)  422-7011;  Fax:  « 403 ) 
427-5299. 


"It's  been  a  very  successful  co- 
operative effort  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  volunteers,"  he  said.  It 
would  require  2,500  teachers  to  make 
the  course  available  in  every  commu- 
nity, but  for  now  another  500  are  being 
sought. 

The  volunteer  instructors  go  through 
an  8-10  hour  certification  session 
spread  over  two  or  three  evenings. 
Besides  fishing  techniques,  safety  and 
responsibility,  the  session  discusses 
lesson  planning  and  some  practical 
application  of  the  course  final.  If 
students  pass  the  exam,  they  each 
receive  a  crest. 


More 

Information? 

If  you  would  like  more  information  on 
the  contents  of  this  newsletter,  or  any 
information  about  the  policies  and 
programs  for  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife  in  Alberta,  please  contact  the 
Communications  Branch. 

This  newsletter  is  published  10  times 
yearly  by  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife. 

Editor:  Gordon  Turtle 
Comments,  questions  and  suggestions 
are  always  welcome.  Please  contact 
the  editor. 

Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
Newsletter 

9th  Floor,  Petroleum  Plaza  South 
9915-108  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2C9 


Fishing  education  (from  Page  One) 


